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For Christmas, I received a gift from 
one of our Grace members. It’s called 
“The Church in a Changing World: 
Events and Trends from 250 – 600.” 
The most interesting thing about 
this book is that Grace member Mar-
ianka Fousek wrote it in 1971.  It was 
part of ‘The Church and History Series,’ 
sponsored by the Concordia Pub-
lishing House of St. Louis. Not only 
is it a wonderful survey concerning 
the beginnings of Christianity, it is 
made special by two things: 1) I am honored Marian-
ka gifted me with one of her personal works and, 2) I 
know the author pretty well after being her pastor for 
the past several years.

Marianka’s writing is scholarly but not stuffy, clear, 
and compelling. She expertly balances a need for ob-
jectivity with her honest opinion. She includes both 
footnotes and an appendix of original sources. It’s a 
fine, fine work. I’m sure I’ll be referencing it for years 
to come.

What sets it apart from most of the other books I’ve 
owned is this: as I read it, I can actually hear Mari-
anka’s voice. I see her reasoning at work because I’m 
familiar with how her mind operates from our many 
conversations. I am able to confirm what I know of 
her values as she expresses her opinion, or provides 
analysis. More than that, I can still access her for ques-
tions. I plan on meeting with her soon to engage with 
some of the historical and theological insights she 
provokes. I am able to peel back a deeper layer of in-
quiry only available to me and a select few by asking 
her how she felt writing it, and what her motivations 
were for doing so. I am excited to ask her what it was 
like for a woman to fight for inclusion into the insular 
boys’ club of theological scholarship at the time, and 
how her feelings may have changed about the issues 
she raised since she wrote it…all kinds of interesting 
things.

I know The Author
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We do not have this luxury with the 
Holy Scriptures, of course. The au-
thors of the Bible are inaccessible 
to us, except through the work of 
God’s spirit as it moves through and 
among us. ‘Author’ is an interesting 
word, as its Latin root is something 
close to the meaning of ‘origina-
tor,’ or ‘creator.’ It is also the root for 
another word commonly thrown 
around when discussing the Bible. 
That word is, ‘Authority.’

Many of us were raised with the idea that the Bible 
has divine authority. But how do we relate to and un-
derstand that authority? How are we to confirm it? 
Furthermore, how has the word ‘authority’ changed 
over the centuries so that original meanings of ‘origi-
nator’ and ‘creator’ become eclipsed by connotations 
of ‘law enforcer,’ or even, ‘boss’? Is that what ‘divine 
authorship’ was meant to convey?

I suggest that the scriptures only have authority (or 
a powerful ‘creative origination’) over us because we 
choose to be in relationship with them, through the 
association of the Holy Spirit. My understanding of 
the scriptures cannot be divorced from what hap-
pens in a council meeting, or during my conversa-
tions with you after worship. The imprint of God’s 
word on my heart exists because of connections re-
garding how God’s story affected my family’s story, 
how it has affected the stories of others all over the 
world, and how it is continually interpreted through 
your stories. 

In other words, the authority of the Bible is only au-
thoritative inasmuch as it plays a part in a dynamic, 
communal life-force—the ongoing authorship—of 
the Body of Christ. It is a guide, a friend, a code, a 
challenge, a threat, and a comfort, but in the context 
of community it is always being made new.

Continued on next page
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When Marianka is gone from my life, whether I leave Grace someday 
or she dies before I do, I will possess the imprint of her friendship 
and Christian Sister-ship upon my heart as I continue to treasure her 
book. I hope that we might find ways to experience the pew Bibles 
in our sanctuary, and our own personal Bibles, in a similar fashion. 
Not by way of cautious distance or ambivalent dismissal, but by way 
of rich and risky knowledge of one another, of our dreams, of our 
sins, and of our potential. By way of an experience of grace: God’s 
imprint on us.

You know me. You know many others in this congregation. If this 
church has brought you together, then God is the author of that 
relational knowledge. God is the author of your connections. You 
line up every week at the table to get the author’s signature writ-
ten on your soul once more. The next time you open up our pew 
Bible, I entreat you to look upon it as a calling card from the One 
who loves all of you, from the one who truly understands you, and 
from the one who wants the best for you, and for all people. A book, 
authored by a dear friend. A divine authority, penning a Word of life 
into your broken and weary heart. (Jeremiah 31:33)

The Peace and Joy of Christ,

Pastor Daniel

Author, continued

Let Us Know Your  Heartsongs
For each of us there are songs in worship that touch our hearts, that 
deepen our connection to God. Please share one or two of your 
heartsongs with Mark Bowman at markleby@comcast.net or give 
him a note or leave it in his mailbox outside the church office. We 
will sing some of these songs in worship at Grace in the coming 
weeks and months.  Mark still has the list of heartsongs that some 
Grace members reported last year.

To the Congregation of Grace Lutheran Church:
On behalf of Y.O.U. I want to extend our deepest apprecia-
tion for your amazing generosity over the holidays! This year, 
through your participation in the Holiday Gift-Giving Program, 
you were able to serve 11 families and 25 young people, bring-
ing joy to households across 
Evanston. When you took a card 
with a child’s information, you 
did much more than purchase 
a basketball or a sweater, you 
joined us in our mission to em-
power and strengthen families, 
and that is a lasting and power-
ful gift. Y.O.U. is truly privileged to partner with Grace Lutheran 
Church, as it is clearly a group of individuals animated by a spirit 
of service and compassion who care deeply about this commu-
nity.  Thank you again for your continued support of our young 
people and your clear belief in a positive future for Evanston!

Sincerely,

Leah Seligman, Director of Clinical and Child Welfare Programs

Threads of Grace Holiday Report - 2014
We’re happy to report that, thanks to so many 
of you at Grace and beyond, we were able to 
deliver to Uptown Ministry a total of 38 scarves:  
12 fleece, 7 children’s, and 19 adult scarves.  
And to Evanston Hospitality Center a total of 23 
scarves,  2 hats and 1 pair of gloves, for a grand total of 62 hand-
made scarves & hats!  Thanks to everyone who contributed their 
time, talent and resources to ensuring that the homeless will be a 
little warmer this winter! 

Upcoming projects are to be determined, so if you have some ideas 
for an interesting project please contact either Nancy Starkman 
or Christine Collins.  We’ll be scheduling an after-church meeting 
in the coming weeks to decide what we’d like to do next.  In the 
meantime, various people are working on replenishing our supply 
of prayer shawls for those struggling with recuperation from illness 
or loss and baptismal prayer shawls to celebrate new life joining 
Grace’s family.  And, of course, you may always continue to make 
those scarves and hats!

Book Group
Our next book group will meet on March 22nd 
at Marilyn Grinager Mason’s home, 1508 Hinman 
Avenue, Evanston 60201, 847-491-0986.  

We will discuss The Dinner by Herman Koch.

Possible future books to be considered are:
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 
Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage: A Novel by  
    Haruki Murakami 
Stoner by John Williams
Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks
Let the Great World Spin by Colum McCann
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichiei
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Julia Shoaf (2/1)

Deb Derylak (2/2)

Emily Mathyer (2/2)

Jen Rude (2/2)

Caitlin Sellnow (2/2)

Brian Vinson (2/2)

Cerina Schiffer (2/3)

Marianka Fousek (2/4)

Marilyn Grinager Mason 
(2/10)

Johanna Haar (2/11)

Steve Mosco (2/14)

Kayla Mosco Flint (2/17)

Jan Blackburn (2/17)

Christopher Brunger (2/19)

Ruby Vinson (2/22)

Dawn Steele (2/23)

Soren Koh (2/26)

Robert Sokol (2/27)

Laura Wally (2/28)

Grace members are invited to 
sign up for the Garden 2 Table 

class! We start in March and 
need 20 participants in order 
to cover the class costs. (If you 
want to support the project but 
don’t want to/need to garden, you 
may simply donate.) 

We will meet every Wednesday 
from 6:00 to 7:45pm. 

Over 22 weeks, we will prepare 
the beds for planting, grow food, 
harvest, prepare and eat nearly 
every time class meets!  (Half 
season registration available) 

Spread the word, this isn’t Grace 
exclusive! To register, send a 
check to Grace marked “garden” 

Time to commit to farm our land!

Garden2Table
at Grace!

Vision Keepers Dinner - Sunday, Feb 15, 5:30 pm  
at the Hilton-Orrington Hotel

The Interfaith Action of Evanston cordially invites you to its annual 
fundraiser, the Vision Keepers Dinner. This year’s Keynote speaker 
will be the Reverend Mark Dennis, CEO of the Evanston YMCA, for-
mer Pastor of the Second Baptist Church of Evanston.

This year, Grace is honoring Jarrod Gaither as our “vision keeper” 
for all he does, including faith development of Grace youth, part-
nership with other congregations’ youth development, work at 
the Hospitality Center and work with the Northwestern Lutheran 
Campus Ministry.

Please consider joining Pastor Daniel and other Grace congregants 
at this fund raiser, whose proceeds support programs at the Hospi-
tality Center, local soup kitchens, and winter warming center.

$75/person. Make checks out to Grace with “Vision Keepers Dinner” 
in the memo line. RSVP/payment due Jan 29.

25 Years, And Into the Future
by Margaret Moreland, ELM Board Member

On January 20, 1990 my husband, Bennett Falk, 
and I attended the service of ordination for 
Phyllis Zillhart, Ruth Frost, and Jeff Johnson.

This was a life changing day for me. I had gay 
and lesbian friends and relatives, but it had 
never occurred to me that I could or should 
take a public part in opposing the discrimination that they faced. 
Listening to the prayers offered by the congregation at that service 
woke me up to the pain that the church caused so many gay and 
lesbian people and their families. I decided right then that I could 
not remain part of a church that turned away so many people for 
being themselves unless I worked for change.

I did not know Jeff, Ruth, or Phyllis at the time they were ordained. 
Over the next year or so, I got to know Jeff a bit. When he and some 
others had the idea of setting up an alternative candidacy process 
for gay and lesbian seminarians, they asked me to participate. I was 
not sure just what a chemist could offer to this project, but I enthu-
siastically said yes.

Since that time I have been on the boards of the Extraordinary Can-
didacy Project, Lutheran Lesbian and Gay Ministries, and Extraor-
dinary Lutheran Ministries for all except about 4 years. Ruth, Jeff, 
and Phyllis were the first of 18 pastors who were extraordinarily 
ordained. Bennett and I attended every one of the extraordinary 
ordinations, bursting with joy, laughing and crying.

Now I’m again on the board of ELM, and working on the new Min-
istry Engagement program. We are connecting with congregations 
in the ELCA to help them enrich and transform themselves by call-
ing an LGBTQ pastor. I can speak to this personally since Pastor Jeff 
Johnson has been my pastor since 1999 at University Lutheran Cha-
pel in Berkeley. Although ELCA policy now allows people in same 
sex relationships to be pastors, many congregations have trouble 
imagining having an LGBTQ person in a called position. Ministry En-
gagement  has prepared a guide for call committees to help them 
plan for including LGBTQ candidates. We are making plans to have 
an information table at several Lutheran synod assemblies this 
spring. We are gathering stories from congregations that have LG-
BTQ rostered leaders so others can learn from them.

Working as part of ELM is such a great part of 
my life, maybe I’ll keep doing it for another 25 
years.

Margaret Moreland serves on the ELM Board of  

Directors and is Convener of the Ministry  

Engagement Program. She (and Bennett) attended 

every extraordinary ordination.
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

February 1
Presiding .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Preaching ............................................... Pastor Kaari Reierson
Assisting Minister ....................... Taína Rodriguez Encarnación
Music Director  ..................................................Mark Bowman
Lector ....................................................................... Lynn Otte  
Cantor .................................................................Nate Johnson
Acolyte ........................................................Emma Mosco Flint 
Ushers ........................ Sarah Carson, Les Inch, Nancy Schubert
Coffee Hour ....................................................................... TBD 
Altar Care .................................... Ann Stevens, Nancy Mathyer
Godly Play .................................................................... TBD
First Followers ................................................Jarrod Gaither
Nursery Care ......................................................... Nina Alvarez
Flowers ................................................................ Dee Johnson

February 8
Presiding ..................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Preaching .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Assisting Minister................................................. Connie Wood
Organist  ............................................................Mark Bowman
Lector .................................................................... Nina Alvarez
Cantor ............................................................... Caitlin Sellnow
Acolyte ............................................................... Cecilia Galicia
Ushers ......................... Sarah Carson, Les Inch, Nancy Schubert
Coffee Hour ................................................... Clare Tallon Ruen 
Altar Care ................................... Nina Alvarez, Jennifer Wallace
Godly Play ......................................................................... TBD
First Followers .................................................... Jarrod Gaither
Nursery Care ....................................................Nancy Schubert
Flowers .................................................................Ann Stevens

February 15 Transfiguration Sunday
Presiding .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Assisting Minister ............................................. Jarrod Gaither 
Music Director  ..................................................Mark Bowman
Lector .................................................................... Jill Flaherty
Cantor ................................................................. Reggie Bruce
Acolyte ......................................................................Ava Daye
Ushers ............................................... Bob Shoaf, Cecilia Galicia
Coffee Hour* ........................................ Jeanine & Carl Brownell 
Altar Care .................................. Nina Alvarez, Jennifer Wallace
Godly Play ......................................................................... TBD
First Followers ..................................................... Sarah Carson
Nursery Care ........................................................Deb Mitchell
Flowers .................................................................. Jill Flaherty

February 18 Ash Wednesday
Presiding ..................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Preaching .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Assisting Minister................................................. Connie Wood
Music Director  ...................................................Mark Bowman
Lector ................................................................ John Pedersen
Altar Care ..................................... Caitlin Sellnow, Janet Wright

February 22
Presiding ..................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Preaching .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen
Assisting Minister.................................................... Kim Brown
Music Director  ...................................................Mark Bowman
Lector ..................................................................Mark Mathyer
Cantor ..................................................................Kelly Hackett
Acolyte .............................................................William Thacker
Ushers ............................................... Bob Shoaf, Cecilia Galicia
Coffee Hour ......................................... Martha Fry & Bob Shoaf
Altar Care ..................................... Caitlin Sellnow, Janet Wright
Godly Play ......................................................................... TBD
First Followers ..................................................... Sarah Carson
Nursery Care ..................................................................... TBD

*Special Coffee Hour

Worship Notes: February
Ash Wednesday and Easter come early in 2015. Our Ash Wednes-
day service will be on February 18th at 7:30pm as the time of Lent 
begins. Our Lenten theme this year is “Pilgrimage,” based on the up-
coming texts for the season. We’ll have dramatic monologues on 
Sundays by some of our in-house thespians, and also be making a 
pilgrimage every Wednesday night to area congregations to offer 
gifts, to share a time of quiet worship, and learn about their min-
istries. We’re hoping to get at least 12 people per week to journey 
with us to different sites, so if you’re interested in being part of the 
Lenten pilgrim group, please let PD or Mark Bowman know.

Picture was taken by Mahesh Kumar A.of the Associated Press



GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH HARBINGER

Mark your 2015 Calendars for Soup Kitchen Service!
To continue our annual tradition and ongoing 
mission of service, Grace will be hosting the 
soup kitchen held at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Evanston from 2-4:15 pm on the following 
Sundays in 2015:  
June 14, August 16, October 18, November 29. 

Each week that we host, we provide a fresh, hearty meal for 75-115 
neighbors in a welcoming and safe environment. And to do this, we 
need 10+ volunteers to prepare the food, serve it and clean up. We 
also need about $150 to purchase fresh fruit, vegetables and bread. 
And we need 10 stockpots of hamburger stew cooked at home to 
be served as the main dish.

So, Grace needs YOU! Soup Kitchen service doesn’t take much time, 
much money, or much skill. And after walking out of the kitchen, 
you’ll feel a sense of accomplishment and care for others. A vari-
ety of tasks are available--for families with children, for chefs who 
love their home kitchen, and even for savvy grocery shoppers. Con-
tact Jill Flaherty for more information, or to sign up for an upcom-
ing Soup Kitchen date, at Jill.Flaherty4@gmail.com. See you in the 
kitchen!

Stephanie Kulke and Alice Wilson

Lynn Otte and Ellie Dostal Dauer

Peter Graef, Lynn Otte, and Ron Graef

Amy Dostal Dauer, Stephanie Kulke, Tati Graef, Sue Graef, Alice Wilson, Autumn Graef

Soup Kitchen client getting his meal.
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Grave Lutheran Church is committed to providing 
a welcoming and safe environment to all who ac-
cess our property. In order to maintain a safe envi-
ronment, our church has established this Concealed 
Carry Policy, in accordance with state guidelines, 
pursuant to the passage of the 2013 Illinois Firearm 
Concealed Carry Act (430 ILCS 66 et seq.) in order to 
establish restrictions on the possession, storage and/or concealed 
carry of firearms on the grounds of Grace Lutheran Church as de-
tailed below.  

All who enter the Grace Lutheran Church facility (located at 1430 
South Blvd. in Evanston) are prohibited from carrying firearms of 
any sort onto the premises with the following exceptions:

• On-duty law enforcement officials required to carry a firearm as a 
condition of their employment.

• A concealed firearm may be stored within a personally-owned 
vehicle if the following conditions are met:

• The individual has a valid concealed carry permit

• The firearm and its ammunition is concealed in a case within the 
locked vehicle (“case” includes a glove compartment or console 
that completely encloses the firearm or ammunition, the trunk 
of the vehicle, or a firearm carrying box, shipping box, or other 
container) OR the firearm and/or its ammunition is concealed in 
a locked container out of plain view within the vehicle; and

• If the person removes the concealed firearm from the vehicle, it 
must first be unloaded inside the vehicle, and it may only be re-
moved for the limited purpose of storing or retrieving it from the 
trunk of the vehicle.

In compliance with the Act, Grace Lutheran Church 
will post signage at every entrance to the facility 
that meets the size and content regulations outlined 
by Illinois State Police, as follows: 

• “Signs must be of a uniform design…a white 
background; no text (except the reference to the Illi-

nois Code 430 ILCS 66/1) or marking within the one-inch area sur-
rounding the graphic design; a depiction of a handgun in black 
ink with a circle around and diagonal slash across the firearm in 
red ink; and that the circle be 4 inches in diameter. The sign in its 
entirety will measure 4 inches x 6 inches.”

Should any person enter the facility in violation of this policy, the 
following measures shall be taken: 

• IF THERE IS ANY PERCEIVED THREAT OF VIOLENCE, 911 WILL BE 
CALLED IMMEDIATELY.

• If there is no immediate perceived threat, the person in violation 
will be advised of this policy.  This conversation could start by 
pointing out to the violator that the regulation signage prohibit-
ing firearms – a measure all concealed carry permit holders were 
educated about as part of their training in obtaining said per-
mit- is posted at the entryway.  Gently inform them that Grace 
Lutheran Church policy states that law enforcement will be called 
for assistance in dealing with any person who does not comply 
with said policy. 

• If the person in violation does not comply, 911 will be called im-
mediately, and police assistance will be requested.   

Concealed Carry Policy

More than 70,000 unaccompanied and migrant children from Cen-
tral America arrived in the U.S. in 2014. Most of these children are 
from Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala, countries that are fac-
ing a host of harsh situations, including drug trafficking, violence, 
sex trafficking, poverty and exploitation. The migrant children are 
fleeing and seeking safety. 

Lutheran Disaster Response has been engaging global companion 
churches, U.S. congregations, partners and affiliates who are in the 
midst of this situation. One partner we are working with is Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS). LIRS has been providing 
refugee services to families and unaccompanied children for de-
cades. 

Through an initial disbursement of $183,700, Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse is working with LIRS to create training materials for foster 
families, develop welcoming centers for families that are newly-
released from detention centers and provide advocacy for refugee 
families and unaccompanied children. We will also continue work-
ing with LIRS to plan and coordinate with other U.S. and Central 
American partners. 

We will continue to engage our churches, partners and affiliates to 
provide education on this situation and to help ensure the safety 
of children who are fleeing. As a church that is called to love and 
welcome, we answer the call when children who are running from 
harm and hunger arrive in our communities. 

http://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/blogs/ELCALutheranDisas-
terResponse/286

From the Lutheran Disaster Response Blog: 
“Unaccompanied and Migrant Children: Continuing to welcome, advocate and provide care” (1/12/2015)
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2015 MLK Faith in Action Assembly at  
Liberty Baptist Church of Chicago 

Nearly 1,500 people from Community Renewal Society congrega-
tions and neighborhood organizations across the city filled Liberty 
Baptist Church on Chicago’s south side yesterday to take action in 
the spirit of Martin Luther King Jr. Community leaders asked pointed 
questions to Chicago mayoral candidates, Cook County President 
Toni Preckwinkle, and more than 20 city and state elected officials. 
We won commitments for action on issues of police brutality, jobs, 
community violence prevention, and education funding reform!

Joe Flint, Emma Mosco Flint, and Kayla Mosco Flint

Emma Mosco Flint, Kayla Mosco Flint, and Anne Laurence

Bob Lamont, Gail Lamont, and Bob Carroll



GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH HARBINGER

February Calendar
Every Sunday 10:45 Worship followed by coffee hour

  Sunday School during worship 

Feb 1 .................................................. Fellowship Chat, 9:30am
Feb 8 ................................................................. Pledge Sunday
 2Ignite: Service Meeting after worship
Feb 15 ...........................................Breakfast Grocery Collection
 Harbinger Deadline
 Vision Keepers Dinner, 5:30pm
Feb 18 .................................... Ash Wednesday Service, 7:30pm
Feb. 19 ............................................................. Council Meeting

Grace Lutheran Church of Evanston
1430 South Blvd.  
Evanston, IL 60202
Voice: 847.475.2211
Fax: 847.869.9442

Grace Church Council
Les Inch, Council President  

Taína Rodriguez Encarnación, Martha Fry, Jarrod Gaither,  
Nate Johnson, Dorothy Nagelbach, Holly O’Connor, Laura Wally 

Find us at: 
GraceEvanston.org  •  facebook.com/graceevanston


